ve 


The Prompter. 
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Inglorious, droops the Laurcl, dead to Song, 
| And, long a Stranger to the Poet’s Brow. 


Mr. Thomfon’s Liberty, 
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| To the Author of the PROMPTER. 






ate BOUT the Beginning of 
ie Fanuary, | fent you, inclos’d 
ina Letter fign’d Philotheus, 
the Arft Scene of a Manuf- 
cript Tragedy on the Story 
@) of Saul, as we find it among 
thofe venerable Writings, in 
O<c4 Vindication whereof, I de- 
—®% claredin the fame Letter, it 
ritten by a Friend of mine, againft a 

filly Suppofition, that nothing greatly, and touchingly 

Dramatic, coud be drawn from that Fountain. 

I sHoULD never have expected, after fuch an in- 
troductory Declaration, to have found myfelf re- 
roach’d, 2s a Defamer of the Priefthood: or as an 

Gemy to Relizio;, after [ had, thus profeffedly, en- 
gas’d myfelf to furnifh Arms tor Defence of it. Nay, 
MBic was reafonabie to believe, that I muit have been 

fecur’d againft fo extraordinary a Miftake, by the 

‘wery Name I had chofen, to fubfcribe at the End of 
_ my Letter:—It being hard to conceive how a Lover 

of God can bea Hater of tiofe good Men, avho de- 
'  wote themfelves to his Service —But, what will not 
| * Prejudice apprehend! what, not defame, and difcolour ! 
: You have lately given the Public a Receipt for the 
Compofition of Friexd/bip; I with it lay in your 
Power to oblige us with as good a one, for the Cure 
of thofe corrofive Humours, which infect us, from 
Prejudice.—For, not only the fudzment is obf{car’d 
by it’s Influence ; we lofe even the Impreflions of 
, our common Humazity. There isa Darknefs deriv’d 
» from it, which firft denighrs the Underftanding, 
and, then, prefents to the Imazination a thoufand 
falfe, yet provoking, Forms, which we fight with 
as impatiently, asif the Opooition were real. 

THE Inftance, that occayons you the Trouble 
of this Application, I met with in a monthly Collec- 
tign, call’d, The Gentleman's Mazazine, wherein [ 
have been very unjuftly (I am forry to add, inde- 
cently) treated, now for two Months fucceffiively, 
| bythe mifeuided Zeal of fome Gentleman, | prefume 
|| of the Clergy, inaCritrque (fo he thought proper 

to conceive it) upon Saul, a Tragedy. 
But, a Critique, upon Writings, in whatever 
Branch, or Diftinétion of Literature, is among the 
" Defiderata, of Arts not yet commonly known, or 
\ - madeufe of —Far from calling for that Refentment 
\ and Bitrernefs, which a Critical Inquifrion fometimes 
'\ raifes, and feems too often, to dvferve, it wou’d 
\ (were it directed by the Fudswent, and recom- 
‘ mended as it might be, by Impartiality, with Good- 
nature) be univerfally found, and acknowledg’d, at 
| once the moft obliging, and profirable, among ue 
Aétions of Bexevolence, and Virtue. 
Bur, before the Efed of fuch Criricifm can be 


realonably expected, the 











it be an- 
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fwerably extenfive. No paffionate Stimulations of 
Pride, no narrow Partialities, of Humour, or Inte- 
reff, no vindictive Atachment to defamatory, or 
flanderous Satire, can be proper Excitements to fo 
generous an Attempt as true Critici/m.—Exclufive of 
every Perfonal Impreffion, whether of Diflike, or 
Afeétion, the Crrric, who wou'd merit his Title, 
muft with unbias’d and comprehenfive Difcovery, 
take in the whole View of the Writer he pretends to 
confider; examining no Parts, but with Purpofe to 
explain how far they agree with, or contradict, the 
Defigz of that Piece, they are join’d to. 
SucH a Critic as this wou'd, as is finely, and 
rettily, remark’d, by Sir Francis Bacon, in his 
flay on the Advancement of Learning, illuminate a 


whole Room at once by the Luftre of Branch-Lights, 


fufpended in it’s Cezter; whereas he, who carries a 
Candle to look for Cobwebs in Corzers, throws a 
general Darknefs over nine Parts of the Room, while 
the tenth is but faintly, and remotely, diftinguith’d. 

Wuart [have faid, and am about to fay on this 
Subject, arifes not fo much from a perfozal Senfe of 
the Injuftice my Friend has been treated with, as 
from a general one of the Frequency, and malignant 
Effects of the Prafice —Men, of the beft and moft 
humane Difpolition, fometimes, permitting them- 
felves to take Fire too hattily, become expofed 
under Impreflion of that ill-judging Warmth, to 
fuch Mijtakes, as carry with them a moral Neceffit 
of Repentance, as {oon as they recover a Coolneis, 
that convinces them of their Error. 

WHOEVER the Gentleman may be, who was 
Author of the Critique on Saul, he obferves, with 
great Violence of Refentment, that it is unbecoming 
a Prince, to treat the Prieffhood indecently ; to call 

ne of ’em Reverend Detard, and to fpeak of ’em 
All, in fuch wantow Sallies as the following. 


Peri/h thofe Priekts, whofe guilt-anointing Hands 
Light up Ambition: and, beneath the Nane 
Of un-concurring Fleaven, lodge Grace in Lies, 
To fexttify Rebellion ! 


; I AGREE with him, heartily : and, upon what, 
put that Irreverence ; was the Tragedy of Saul to 
be founded ?—If he had not been guilty, it had been 
Injuftice to puni/h him—lIf he had not been + wni{h'd, 
he cou’d not have been a Subject for Tragedy : 
and, if the Guilt he was puzifh’d for had not been 
this actual frreverence, this Enmity to the Prie/- 
hood, it had been a bold Violation of Truth, in the 
Poet, and an open Contradiction to the Letter of 
Scripture Evideuce. 

Can it be poflible to put Invectives too ftrong 
againit Priefts, into the Mouth of a Prince, whofe 
Death, andthe Ruin of his Family, are to be repre- 
fenced as the Vengeance of Heaven upon this parti- 
cular Profanation |—nay, of a Prince, who, far 
from being unlikely to [peak of the Pricithood with 

Bitternefs, 








adted againft it with the moft declar’d and 
3 “Malice, fending out Soldiers, and mur- 
dering whole Towns full at once, with a View to 
extirpate the Race, Ry aI af that Power, 
which he fufpected they were japping. . | 

By what roffible Maas then, cou’d the Character 
of Saul have been preferv’d, with any Shadow of 
Likenefz, had he beén reprefented as-atach’d to the 
Prie{thood, with the fame devout Zeal, the fame filial 
Réverence of Dependance, and Refpedt, which 
compofe the Characteriftic Diftinétion of (his: Op- 
pofite) Davip.—Why did not .the Animadverter 
find it reafonable to /u/pend his Remarks, till he 
had feenafter what Manner this Hero, a Reverle of 
the Tethper of Saul, wou'd have fhewn his Regard 
to the OrvER? Indeed, if He too had {poke in 
the Language of his Father in Law, there wou'd 
have been fomething like a Reafon, for our Critic’s 
Indignation: and he might then, with better Grace, 
and more Truth, have acquainted his Readers, that 
© Holy Writ and Sacred Majefty, were both abus'd, 
© to aid the wanton Sallies of an idle Poet’s Fancy, 
© and give a Handle for aCurfe to PRriksTs.’ 

Il had, asThave'not, the Privilege to fend you 
another Aéé of the Manufcript, wherein at Davia’s 
firft Appeararice, wou’d be fourid, in glowing Con- 
prot e Reverfe of what became the Rage, and 
Infidelity, of a revengeful and defpairing Sau/. The 
Author of this peevifh Critique wou'’d, himfelf, de- 
teft his Rafhnefs; and, while heapprov’d the lively 
Marks of Faith, Zeal, Reverence, Devotion, and 
Atachment, which are all as neceffary and as natural 
to David, as their ConTRARIES are foto Saul, di- 
ftinguifh and confefs some DiFFERENCE, between 
the Sentiments of the Writer of a ‘Tragedy, and 
thofe of his oppos’d Dramatic Charaéers. 

Ir is plain then, that had David peri firft, 
and not'Sau/, in the Opening of this Tragedy, the 
Critic wou'd have found the Poet in. his own way of 
thinking, with. Regard to the Reverence of Prieft- 
hood: but (not having Patience to wait for,a fecond 
A&, he precipitately took upon him to condemm, 
without a Trial, and, by this hafty Miftake; in his 
‘Zeal, has afforded People, as ra/b as -himfelf, an 
Occafion of thinking H1s CHARITY, more defective 
than the Writer’s RELIGION. 

W Ho is fo ignorant of the Rules of Dramaric 
Poetry, as not to know, that thefe clafhing Opi- 
nions, thefe oppofite Paflions and Interefts, thefe 
Reafons which deftroy one another (as a celebrated 
French Writer exprefles it) are the Life, and Support 
of the Theatre; which is cold and uzanimating, 
where-ever fuch Agitation is wanting ? 

{ aM forry however, that I cannot accept the 
Civility of the Gentleman’s Offer, toward an 
Amendment in the Name of this Tragedy, which 
he is pleas’d to infift, fhowd be SAUL RUN MAD :— 
by an Author as mad as himfelf —The Writer I be- 
lieve, is too bumble to lay Claim to the Compliment : 
and the Mozarch ought by no means to be entitled to 
it’s Benefit, becaufe-Lumatics, whatever they fay or 
do, not being puxi/bable by our Englifh Laws, this 
kind and obliging Hint, of the Critic’s, wou’d have 
quite {poil’d the Tragedy. 

Ir that unlucky Objection had not ftarted into 
my Thoughts, my Friend might, perhaps, have 
been as willing as the Critic to maka MapMaN of 
Saul: Firft, becaule He és xot, as that Genrleman 
mifcalls him, the Hero of this: Tragedy: and, fe- 
condly, becaufe the Brb/e is altogether of the Critic’s 
Opinion : for what, /e/s than mad, isa Man, poffe/s d 
of an evil Spirit, who throws Javelins at the Boloms 
of innocent People, whom he himfelf had fent for, 
to cave him ? 
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AVING fRewn, that by Effect of too 
and {plenetic an iclaice of firft linprctie 
is the eafieft Thing in the World to miftake 
Friend, for an Enemy, it may poffibly have fome 
laudable Confequence, if I proceed to an Inftance 


-of our Aptnefs to mifconceive, into Blunders the 
moft elegant Refults of the Judgment, while we 


examine them under Influence of the Prejudice thar 
accompanies Anger. ; 

{ THINK, I may venture to fay, that this is faith- 
fully the Cafe, in every Poetical Cenfure which the 
Gentleman has made, in his Criticifm.—I will prove 
it to be fo, in that which’ he dwells on with mot 
feeming Security ; and, if his ftrongeft Hold fails 
him he will give up the weak ones. 

A Servant of the Witch of Exdor being examin’d 
by Sau/ concerning the Dwelling-place, and Power 
of her Miftrefs, * gives him this Anfwer. 


Safe, aud far hid, within that dreadful Cave, 

Lie Cells, which fhadowy Forms at Midnight skim, ' 

Filld with thin Yellings, and faint Screams of Ghofts, 

Conftrain’d to meafure Earth’s remoteft Bounds, 

And rvobthe Gravesof Kings, to feed her Fires. 
Saul. What can her Power perform ? | 
Witch. What can it not? 

If from the Front of Heaven fhe \ur’d the Stars, 

The trembling Fires, obedient to her Charms, 

Wowd,. {wift-defcending, leave their darken’d Sphere, 

And fiveam new Day-light on the wond’ring World. 

Or, if the filent Realms of ftarting Death 

Hear her known Call, ftrait from the burfting Tomb, 

Unbodied Dutt re/umes the [ummon'd Shape, 

And leaps to Live connected-for Her Ain. 


THE unknown Gentleman, is pleas’d, upon this 

Paflage, to make the following gay Remark. 
. Unbodied Duft !. there lies the Beauty of this laft 
; Extratt.—Unbodied Duft is a Philofophical Qwnin- 
teffence beyond the Reach of vulzar Compreben- 
fon. We Country-folks have no Organs fine 

enough to take in fuch delicate Ideas, &c.’ 

Ir wasfome Time, before I was able to difcover 
in what Light it had been poffible fo widely to mif- 
apprehend a Meaning which to me, appear’d fo 
poumnedly obvious. At laft, it came into, my 
Dhoughts, that every Atom, in any Quantity of 
Dutt, being Body, the Gentleman muft have fup- 
pos’d, that to fay UNBopiep Dust was a Contra- 
diction in Terms, therefore a Blunder and Abfurdiry. 

INsTEAD of This, He wou’d perhaps have fub- 
{tituted unembodied: but, if fo, in Place of mending 
the Expreffion, He muft have Joft the Idea. Un- 
embodied Dif is the Duft of a Field, or Highway ; 
Dutt, that has never been usited, to compote a 
Coniiftence of Form, whereas the Duff in a Tomb, 
from the Diffolution of an aximal Body, cou’d never 
have been fully exprefs’d by any other Word than 
un-bodied. 

[ AM apt to believe, that the Remarker Himfelf, 
now the Cause of hisCriticifm is remov’d, will be 
honeftly afham’d of its Coxfequence. In the mean 
Time, [ am far trom defigning, or wifhing him a 
Mortitication. All I mean by the Trouble 1 am 
giving you, Mr. Prompter, is to recommend to your 

eaders, (whether in this Age, or a future) the de- 
liberate Virtue of refifting firft Impreffions, and ra- 
ther chufing to fuffer (Themfélves) under the Ap- 
pearance of Malice, or Enmity, than, by 4/fening 
on, to Reproaches, make others fuffer unjuftly. 

I ain, Sir, 
Your couftant Reader, 
Aid humble Servant, 
-PHILOTHEUS. 
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